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Description
Description
Environment Agency Austria is the expert authority of the Federal Government for environmental protection and
environmental monitoring in Austria. Among its staff are more than 300 experts of all environmentally relevant disciplines.
Dealing with the full range of environmental protection issues, the main tasks of the Agency are:





Assessment of the state of the environment and of its changes and pressures, incl. national state of the
environment reporting to the Austrian Parliament
Development of measures to avoid/reduce environmental pressures
Providing expert knowledge in the process of planning and implementing environmental policy decisions
Contributing to the implementation and enforcement of environmental laws (among others, in the area of
genetically modified organisms)
Specialised environmental analyses in the agency’s laboratories



Environment Agency Austria is part of the EPA network (a network of environmental protection agencies) and part of the
Interest Group on GMO risk assessment and monitoring as well as of the ENCA network (European NatureConservation
Agencies).

Expertise in the field of GMOs with respect to regulatory aspects (national and EU)
According to the Austrian Act on Genetic Engineering the Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and
Water Management receives copies for comments concerning all applications for deliberate release and placing on the
market of GMOs. The Federal Ministry has delegated this responsibility to the Environment Agency Austria, which is also
the representative of the Federal Ministry in the Austrian Commission on genetic engineering and its scientific
subcommittee.
Environment Agency Austria is one of the Austrian delegates to the EU Committee of the Competent Authorities and to
the Regulatory Committee according to Art. 30 for the EU-directive 2001/18/EG (replacing the EU directive 90/220/EEC,
the former Art 21 committee). Environment Agency Austria has also participated in the EU working group of the Council
to amend directive 90/220/EEC and participates in many EU working groups (of the Council and the Commission) which
deal with GMOs. Upon request Environment Agency Austria has given advice to the European Parliament on GMO
related matters.
Expertise in the field of risk-assessment and Monitoring of GMOs
Environment Agency Austria has performed risk assessments for various notifications for deliberate release and placing
on the market of GMOs (in the context of EU Directive 90/220/EEC and 2001/18/EC respectively and the Austrian Law
on Genetic Engineering). For more than 10 years Environment Agency Austria has carried out scientific studies in order
to evaluate and develop the criteria and scientific basis for risk assessment and the monitoring of GMOs. Various studies
on this topic have been published by the experts of the Environment Agency Austria, also in collaboration with other
scientific institutions. The results of these studies have been presented on numerous occasions in national and
international fora and have been used as the basis for training courses and workshops, e.g. in countries of the CEE
region.
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